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Working People Should Be The

Winners in This Economy

In the past few years, the we have seen economic growth across

the Southeastern United States and the Country. While

unemployment sits at record lows and corporate profit are at

record highs, working people are being left out of this prosperity

as wages continue to stay flat.

 

 

 

 

Because this growth is going to those at the top; corporations and their

wealthy shareholders. Rather than creating jobs and raising wages with

the windfalls from recent large tax breaks, these companies are simply

buying back their own stock and only looking out for their own bottom

line.

 

But we hear all the time about how the “economy is booming”, so

what’s going on? If the economy is so great, why are workers not

reaping the benefits?

 

 

Because of our Union contract, UFCW Local 1996 members get

consistent raises. However, that isn’t the case for all workers in this

economy. According to a poll conducted by payroll specialists in

December of 2018 62% of workers saw no raise in 2018[1]. That

coupled with increased costs of living means that a lot of workers saw

an actual decrease in wages.

 

Now, more than ever, it is time for Unions to fight back. We must

organize, fight and win for workers to claim their fair share of the

economy. Thank you for being part of that fight with us.
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LEON

HOLDERFIELD

UFCW 1996
 SECRETARY-TREASURER

Health and Welfare: A Union Priority and Personal Priority

Every month, we publish a newsletter from HMC Healthworks on our

website. This newsletter has tons of helpful information on how to

maintain both our physical, and mental, health. HMC Healthworks is

also a great resource for some union members to use to stay healthy

and keep up with their wellness goals.

Why does the Union offer this benefit? Because healthy members are

important for a strong Union. UFCW Local 1996 Members work hard

every day. We must remember; however, to also take care of

ourselves. “Self-care” may seem like a trendy term that is getting

thrown around a lot lately, but the reality is that taking care of

ourselves is important not only for you and the union, but for your

whole family.

Staying healthy and taking preventative steps to help your health and

wellness will save the Health and Welfare fund, and you, money in

the long run. The more money we can save on health and wellness

costs is money that we can use to bargain for even more during

contract negotiations. This is also why all Kroger associates enrolled

in health insurance are participating in Biometric Screenings this

year.

Staying healthy means that we all have more quality time to spend

with our friends and family, something that is truly priceless.

Please check out our website for these resources and reach out to HMC

Healthworks directly using their contact information on our website.

 You can also find resources and information on the 

Biometric Screenings there.



Information on

 locations and forms

needed can

 be found on

 our website

www.ufcw1996.org/

biometrics
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These must be done by all Kroger employees

enrolled in Health Insurance. 

Biometric

Screenings

 Deadline: September 30th, 2019

Biometric Screenings are a simple test that

measures:

 Body Mass Index

 Blood Sugar

 
Blood Pressure

Members completed their Biometric

Screenings at the Steward's Conference

If you do not

complete a 

Biometric Screening,

your health insurance co-pay

will increase $780/year.
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Have A Union Made Cookout

Rubbermaid Coolers

Oscar Mayer & Nathan's Hot Dogs

 

Free College Benefit

 

 

Peter Pan Peanut Butter

 
Maxwell House Coffee

 

Budweiser & Miller-Coors Beer

 

All UFCW Local 1996 members can earn

their associates degree online, for free!

Visit
 

www.UFCW.org/college

To Apply
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UFCW Local 1996

2019  Steward

Leadership Conference

In June, 300 plus Union Stewards gathered for training,

updates and fellowship. 

 

Stewards learned about how to build Union Power and

fight for our members everyday.
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Union Power - 

Know Your Rights!

Through workshops, attendees learned that our Union is

strong, but we must fight for our Union Power everyday

 

Know your rights and use your rights! Stewards left the

conference energized and ready to take what they learned

back to their workplaces.
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Quick Links

United Food And Commercial  

Workers Union Local 1996

3302 McGinnis Ferry Rd Ste. 201

Suwannee, GA 30024

678.714.3500 or 1.800.428.2972

UFCW Industry Pension Fund

P.O Box 6000

Frankfort, Illinois 60423

1.800.5

 

UFCW Unions and Employers

Legal Assistance Fund

3302 McGinnis Ferry Rd Ste. 101

Suwannee, GA 30024

678.714.3526 or 1.800.282.8740

UFCW Unions and Employers

Health & Welfare and

Consolidated Pension Fund

WWW.UFCWEMPRFUND.ORG

1800 Phoenix BLVD Ste. 310

Atlanta, Georgia 30349

770.997.9919or 1.800.241.2136

Group Vision Services (GVS)

WWW.GVSMD.COM
1.866.265.4636

 

CIGNA Dental

WWW.MYCIGNA.COM
1.800.244.6224

 
BlueCross BlueShield

WWW.BCBS.COM
1.800.628.3988 
Outside Georgia: 1.800.810.2583
 
Kaiser Permanentente Member

Services

WWW.MEMBERS.KP.ORG
404.263.2590
 

Stay Informed With Our Texting Program

TEXT

toUFCW1996 55000

All members who sign up for texts in 2019 will be

entered into a prize drawing!



8

Organizing at 

Pilgrim's Pride

 Sumter, SC

Fighting For A

 Fair Contract

On June 14th, workers at Pilgrim's Pride in

Sumter, South Carolina ratified their first

contract and joined the UFCW Local 1996

Family. 
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Welcome to our new Business Agents:

Shanté Vinalon

Zach Finney

Welcome to our new Political and

Communications Director:

Valerie Barnhart

 

Congratulations on

 your retirements!

Jeff Hunter &

Greg Slead

 

UFCW 1996 

Staff 

Changes

Zach Valerie

Shanté



 United Food and Commercial Workers Union

 Local 1996

 

 3302 McGinnis Ferry RD. Suite 201

Suwanee, GA 30024


